BRUSH CLEARANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR LOS ANGELES


If your property is located in the Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone, you shall maintain your property in accordance with the City of Los Angeles Fire Code. Year-round compliance shall be maintained as described below on all native brush, weeds, grass, trees and hazardous vegetation within 200 feet of any structures/buildings, whether those structures are on your property or adjoining properties, and within 10 feet of any combustible fence or roadway/driveway used for vehicular travel.  
 

1. Maintain all weeds and grasses at a maximum height of 3 inches. The requirement is to maintain hazardous vegetation (brush/grass/weeds) at a maximum height of 3 inches.
2. Maintain the lower 1/3rd of trees and shrubs by removing all leafy foliage, twigs, and branches up to a maximum of 6 feet from the ground. However, this requirement does not apply to fruit trees, privacy hedges, and ornamental shrubbery provided they are well maintained and free of all dead and dry material. 
3. Remove all dead trees and shrubs.
 

4. Maintain 5 feet of vertical clearance between roof surfaces and portions of overhanging trees and shrubs.
 

5. Remove any portion of a tree or shrub within 10-foot radius of a chimney outlet.
 

6. Maintain the roofs of all structures free of leaves, needles, twigs, and other combustible matter.
 

7. Remove all dead/dry undergrowth and material within trees and shrubs to include all dead or dry palm fronds/branches.
 

8. Once brush clearance is conducted, remove and safely dispose of all cut or bagged vegetation, all dead trees and all debris.  This includes all combustible junk, trash or debris that may be on your property, regardless of how it got there. Combustible debris may include, but is not limited to, paper trash, cardboard boxes, household trash, fabric/clothing, plastic, rubber/tires, or piles of yard waste.
 

9. Cut vegetation may be machine processed (chipped) and spread as ground cover (mulch) so it does not exceed 3 inches in depth within 30 feet of structures and no more than 6 inches in depth 30+ feet from structures/buildings.  Machine processed/chipped material shall not be placed within 10 feet of combustible fences or road surfaces.
 

10. Trim Native shrubs/brush so foliage is removed from lower third up to a maximum of 6 feet.  Native shrubs shall not exceed 216 cubic feet in volume and shall be spaced not less than 3 times its maximum height but not less than 18 feet from other native shrubs, structures, and combustible material. 

11. Maintain all other landscape vegetation, including, but not limited to, conifers, eucalyptus, acacia, palm and pampas grass in such a condition as not to provide an available fuel supply to augment the spread or intensity of a fire or impede egress of emergency vehicles.  This includes trimming up and removing all dead and dry material as required above.
 

12. Firewood shall be located 30 feet away from any structure or shall be completely enclosed within a fire resistive closed container.
 

13. Trim back vegetation and maintain 3 feet radius clearance around fire hydrants.
 

14. Vegetation/branches extending past curb and over the street shall be trimmed back to the curb line and up a minimum of 14 feet vertically from the roadway surface to the lowest overhanging branch to provide clearance for emergency vehicles.
You can view your parcel for brush clearance status by:
1. Locate your Assessor Parcel Number (APN) 

2. Your APN can be located either on the Notice of Violation or your Property Tax Statement.

3. Visit vms3.lafd.org
4. Enter your APN # in the “Check APN Status” box

5. Click on Look-Up to view your parcel.

PRE-EVACUATION PREPARATION STEPS

When an evacuation is anticipated, follow these checklists (if time allows) to give your home the best chance of surviving a wildfire.

Home Evacuation Checklist – How to Prepare for Evacuation:
Inside the House
· Shut all windows and doors, leaving them unlocked.

· Remove flammable window shades, curtains and close metal shutters.

· Remove lightweight curtains.

· Move flammable furniture to the center of the room, away from windows and doors.

· Shut off gas at the meter; turn off pilot lights.

· Leave your lights on so firefighters can see your house under smoky conditions.

· Shut off the air conditioning.

Outside
· Gather up flammable items from the exterior of the house and bring them inside (patio furniture, children’s toys, door mats, trash cans, etc.) or place them in your pool.

· Turn off propane tanks.

· Move propane BBQ appliances away from structures.

· Connect garden hoses to outside water valves or spigots for use by firefighters. Fill water buckets and place them around the house.

· Don’t leave sprinklers on or water running, they can affect critical water pressure.

· Leave exterior lights on so your home is visible to firefighters in the smoke or darkness of night.

· Put your Emergency Supply Kit in your vehicle.

· Back your car into the driveway with vehicle loaded and all doors and windows closed. Carry your car keys with you.

· Have a ladder available and place it at the corner of the house for firefighters to quickly access your roof.

· Seal attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood or commercial seals.

· Patrol your property and monitor the fire situation. Don’t wait for an evacuation order if you feel threatened.

· Check on neighbors and make sure they are preparing to leave.

Animals
· Locate your pets and keep them nearby.

· Prepare farm animals for transport and think about moving them to a safe location early.

