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Green & Sustainability Regular Board Meeting Agenda  
Wednesday, August 12, 2026  

6:30 P.M.  
Zoom Meeting  

Zoom Meeting Online or By Telephone  
Dial +1 669 444 9171 to Join the Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/w/87489661726  OR  
Enter This Webinar ID: 874 8966 1726 and Press #  

 
 

IN CONFORMITY WITH THE JANUARY 1, 2025 ENACTMENT OF CALIFORNIA SENATE BILL 707 
(PORTANTINO) AND LA CITY COUNCIL FILE 23-1114, THESHERMAN OAKS NEIGHBORHOOD 
COUNCIL GREEN & SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED 
VIRTUALLY. 

 
Every person wishing to address the Board must dial +1 669 444 9171,  and then press # to join the 
meeting. When prompted by the presiding officer, to provide public input at the Neighborhood Council 
meeting the public will be requested to dial *9 or use the Raise Hand option, to address the Board on 
any agenda item before the Board takes an action on an item. Comments from the public on agenda 
items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. 
 
Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s 
jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the 
Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the 
General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become 

 

http://www.shermanoaksnc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/w/87489661726


the subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker, unless 
adjusted by the presiding officer of the Board. 
In the event of a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from broadcasting the meeting 
to members of the public using the call-in option or internet-based service option, or in the event of a 
disruption within the eligible legislative body’s control that prevents members of the public from 
offering public comments using the call-in option or internet-based service option, the eligible 
legislative body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting agenda until public 
access to the meeting via the call-in option or internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken 
on agenda items during a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from broadcasting the 
meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1.  California Government Code Section 
54953.8(b(3). 
 
The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting 
and shall provide an opportunity for the public to address the legislative body and offer comments in 
real time. California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(4). 

Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public comment through the use 
of an internet website, or other online platform, not under the control of the eligible legislative body, 
that requires registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as required by the 
third-party internet website or online platform to participate. California Government Code Section 
54953.8(b(5), 

A legislative body that provides a timed public comment period for each agenda item shall not close 
the public comment period for the agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to paragraph 
(5), to provide public comment until that timed public comment period has elapsed.  
California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(6(A), 

A legislative body that does not provide a timed public comment period, but takes public comment 
separately on each agenda item, shall allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow 
public members the opportunity to provide public comment, including time for members of the public 
to register pursuant to paragraph (5), or otherwise be recognized for the purpose of providing public 
comment.  
California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(6)(B).  

 
I.​ CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

a.​ a. Call to Order by Chair  
●​ 6:34 p.m.  

b.​ b. Roll Call and the Establishment of Quorum. 
●​ Elizabeth Meshes - present 
●​ Amanda Martin - present 
●​ Harold Shapiro - absent 
●​ Mihran Kalaydjian - present at 6:36 
●​ Hana Weinstein - present 
●​ Martin Stahl - present 
●​ Barbara Lewis - present at 6:35 

 
 

II.​ ADMINISTRATIVE MOTIONS 
a.​ Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on June 10, 2026. 

●​ Motion to Approve 
●​ ​ Martin Motioned 

•​ Hana seconded 
●​ Aye 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14X_92NARBNzkgOQ1cf8cZPnvtmzQDJXR/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=104288445007365096362&rtpof=true&sd=true


○​ Martin 
○​ Amanda 
○​ Hana 
○​ Elizabeth 
○​ Barbara 
○​ Mihran 

●​ No 
○​  

●​ Abstain 
○​  

 
III.​ CHAIR’S REPORT  

a.​ Beautification Subcommittee Approved by Board 
 

IV.​ GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 

V.​ FUNDING MOTIONS 
 

VI.​ NEW BUSINESS 
a.​ Plant-Based Treaty Presentation 

●​ MOTION TO ENDORSE THE PLANT BASED TREATY 

WHEREAS, food systems contribute significantly to greenhouse gas 
emissions, land degradation, biodiversity loss, and water consumption; 
and 

WHEREAS, plant-based food systems and sustainable agricultural 
practices can support climate resilience, environmental sustainability, 
public health, and resource conservation; and 

WHEREAS, the Plant Based Treaty is an international grassroots 
initiative designed to complement the Paris Agreement (which is 
supported by the state of California) by addressing the environmental 
impacts of animal agriculture and promoting a transition toward more 
sustainable food systems; and 

WHEREAS, the Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council Green & 
Sustainability Committee supports initiatives that promote 
environmental stewardship, climate action, sustainable resource use, 
and community education; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Sherman Oaks 
Neighborhood Council supports the principles and goals of the Plant 
Based Treaty as a framework for encouraging sustainable, equitable, 
and climate-conscious food systems; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Sherman Oaks Neighborhood 
Council encourages education, awareness, and voluntary 
community-based efforts that support sustainable and plant-forward 
food practices; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this motion be forwarded to 
appropriate elected officials, neighborhood councils, and relevant 

 



stakeholders as determined by the Board. 

●​ Motion to Approve 
○​ Amanda motioned 

•​ Martin seconded 
●​ Aye 

○​ Amanda 
○​ Hana 
○​ Martin 
○​ Barbara 
○​ Elizabeth 
○​ Mihran 

●​ No 
○​  

●​ Abstain 
○​  

b.​ Motion: Support for Los Angeles City Council File 26-0925  – Modern Organics 
Processing and Composting Master Plan moved by Bob Blumenfield and Adrin 
Nazarian 

Motion: 

The Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council (SONC) supports Los Angeles City 
Council File 26-0925, which directs the Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation 
(LASAN) to develop a Modern Organics Processing and Composting Master 
Plan to expand local composting capacity, increase the beneficial use of 
compost within the City, and improve compliance with state organic waste 
reduction laws. SONC further authorizes the submission of a Community 
Impact Statement in support of the Council File. 

Whereas: 

●​ California's SB 1383 requires jurisdictions to reduce organic waste sent 
to landfills, recover edible food, and procure recycled organic products. 
The proposed Master Plan would help Los Angeles meet these 
requirements while reducing methane emissions and improving 
environmental outcomes. 

●​ Los Angeles currently produces approximately 350,000 tons of 
compost and mulch annually, yet only a small percentage is used 
locally. Much of the material is transported long distances outside the 
City, resulting in unnecessary transportation costs and greenhouse gas 
emissions while limiting the direct benefits to Los Angeles communities. 

●​ Recent state legislation (SB 279 and AB 2346) provides new 
opportunities for local governments to expand decentralized 
composting, support community composting programs, and invest 
procurement funds into local composting infrastructure rather than 
relying primarily on large-scale external facilities. 

●​ The proposed Master Plan would identify opportunities to increase local 
composting capacity, develop partnerships with educational institutions 
and other public agencies, support urban farms and community 
gardens, improve soil health, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and 
advance the goals of the Mayor's Climate Action Plan to use at least 
50% locally produced compost and mulch by 2030. 

●​ The motion also directs LASAN to solicit input from Neighborhood 

 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=26-0925


Councils and other community stakeholders during development of the 
Master Plan, providing Sherman Oaks residents with an opportunity to 
participate in shaping the City's organics management strategy. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved: 

The Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council supports Los Angeles City Council 
File 26-0925 and urges the Los Angeles City Council to adopt the proposed 
Modern Organics Processing and Composting Master Plan. SONC further 
encourages LASAN to prioritize neighborhood-serving composting 
infrastructure, maximize local use of compost and mulch, reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions associated with long-distance transport, and engage 
Neighborhood Councils throughout the planning process. 

●​ Motion to Discuss 
○​ Martin motion 

•​ Mihran second 
●​ Motion to Approved 
●​ Aye 

○​ Amanda 
○​ Mihran 
○​ Hana 
○​ Martin 
○​ Barbara 
○​ Elizabeth 

●​ No 
○​  

●​ Abstain 
○​  

c.​ If the above motion is approved, request feedback from committee 
members/residents for where compost materials could be utilized within the 
Sherman Oaks area.  

●​ Add to newsletter or website 
●​ Send message to Adrin Nazarian thanking for proposing the file and that it 

will be on the agenda for SONC next month and invite him to come  
d.​ Building Decarbonization Coalition Sign-On Request 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9JkZ1JE8AMNSUJjxdcpSIynBc7i822
mUZNFmsMurv2TPh8Q/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=117285538352590082402  

●​ Amanda 
●​ Consider whether to recommend support, submit a letter, or pursue 

Neighborhood Council action  
●​ Motion removed 

○​ Amanda as the motion is past due 
●​ Suggestion to include SB222 in September agenda for Governor sign 

request 
e.​ Updates 

●​ Tree planting or shade mapping initiative update 
○​ Budget for cosponsored event for beautification & green energy with the 

Office of Beautification in the City of Los Angeles. 
•​ Mihran - Draft event proposal 
•​ Remove and add to next month’s agenda 

○​ Cosponsored event with the Forest Advisory and TreePeople's West 
Valley Greening Project in Sherman Oaks 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9JkZ1JE8AMNSUJjxdcpSIynBc7i822mUZNFmsMurv2TPh8Q/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=117285538352590082402
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9JkZ1JE8AMNSUJjxdcpSIynBc7i822mUZNFmsMurv2TPh8Q/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=117285538352590082402


•​ Mihran - Remove and add to next month’s agenda 
○​ All moved to next month’s agenda 

f.​ Plants for the SONC movies in the park 
●​ Moved to September agenda 

g.​ Subcommittee for Beautification Update 
●​ Barbara Lewis 
●​ Goals 

h.​ Add Mayor Bass’s Climate Action Plan discussion to next month’s agenda for this 
committee’s thoughts 

i.​ Committee priorities (Items not discussed - agendized for next month) 
●​ Recognize local businesses taking meaningful sustainability actions in 

Sherman Oaks 
○​ Identify recognition criteria 
○​ Create nomination/application process 
○​ Determine recognition format (SONC newsletter, social media spotlight; 

recognition at SONC meeting, certificate, press release) 
○​ Establish review process (monthly, quarterly) 
○​ Build branding materials  for recognition 
○​ Outreach strategy 

●​ Shredding event for reuse/recycle 
○​ Event Scope 

•​ Extend to broader recycling (e.g., e-waste, textile, batteries small 
electronics, compost giveaway, resource table) 

○​ Potential partners 
•​ Nithya Raman 
•​ Bob Blumenfield (CD3) 

○​ Identify location 
○​ Determine material handling 
○​ Event framing (e.g., Green business table, Compost information, Water 

conservation resources, Native plant resources, Neighborhood cleanup 
sign-ups) 

●​ Promotion planning Media/Newsletter integration Multistream Waste Bin 
○​ Identify candidate locations (Pick 5 locations of high traffic) 

•​ Near parks 
•​ Near transit 
•​ Commercial corridors 
•​ Areas with recurring litter 

○​ Identify someone to photograph/document them 
○​ Howard: What information is needed to formally request bins 
○​ Request preliminary cost/options from LA San. 

●​ Encouraging climate-resilient parking lot improvements 
○​ Create a simple concept initiative: “Cool & Green Parking Lots Initiative” 
○​ Identify 3–5 example locations 
○​ Research: 

•​ Existing incentive programs 
•​ LADWP programs 
•​ Tree planting partnerships 
•​ State/federal grants 

○​ Develop: 
•​ One-page concept sheet 
•​ Before/after visuals 
•​ Benefits summary 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EG39RA0zr66028iCFVeHY_Hgsexy1U0F/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=104288445007365096362&rtpof=true


○​ Start with outreach to willing businesses/property owners 
j.​ California Air Resources Board 

●​ https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CARB/bulletins/41ddf8b  
k.​ Next meeting will occur at the same Zoom link on September 9, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

VII.​ ADJOURNMENT (End time is approximately 7:45 p.m. or shortly thereafter)  
a.​ Adjourned at 7:50pm  

 

THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon 
request will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, 
and activities. Sign language interpreters, assisted listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or 
services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request 
at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting by contacting the Department of 
Neighborhood Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or email: NCsupport@lacity.org  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS – In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, 
non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may 
be viewed at www.ShermanOaksNC.org or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a 
copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact Elizabeth Meshes, Co-Chair, 
Elizabeth.Meshes.SONC@NeighborhoodCouncil.org.  
 
PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS –Neighborhood Council agendas are posted for public review as 

follows:  
● The Sherman Oaks Martine Pollard Branch Library; 14245 Moorpark St, Sherman Oaks, CA 
91423 
● https://www.shermanoaksnc.org/ 
● You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification 
System at https://www.lacity.org/subscriptions  

 
NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES – If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or 
speak at this meeting, City law may require you to register as a lobbyist and report your 
activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information is available 
at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 
978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org 

 
RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS -  For information on the NC’s process for 

board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related 
to this Council, please consult the NC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board meetings 
and our website https://www.shermanoaksnc.org/ 
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