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Tuesday, March 3, 2026 at 6:30 pm 

 

Virtual Meeting  

Webinar ID: 811 6894 3092 

Cut and Paste: https://us02web.zom.us/j/81168943092 

Telephone: 1-669-900-6833, enter 811 6894 3092 # 

 
IN CONFORMITY WITH THE JANUARY 1, 2026 ENACTMENT OF CALIFORNIA SENATE BILL 

707 (DURAZO) AND LA CITY COUNCIL FILE 23-1114, THIS SHERMAN OAKS 

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED VIRTUALLY. 

 

Making Public Comments During This Meeting: Every person wishing to address this Committee must 

dial 1-669-900-6833, and enter Webinar ID 81168943092 and then press # to join the meeting. When 

prompted by the presiding officer, to provide public input at the Neighborhood Council meeting the public 

will be requested to dial *9 or use the Raise Hand option, to address this Committee. 

 

Public Comments on Agenda Items: Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when 

the respective item is being considered, and prior to voting.  

 

General Public Comments (Non-Agenda Item): Comments from the public on other matters not appearing 

on the agenda that are within the Committee’s jurisdiction will be heard during the Public Comment on Non-

Agenda Items period. Under the Brown Act, the Committee is prevented from acting on a matter that you 

bring to its attention during this General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of 

the public may become the subject of a future meeting. Public comment is limited to one minute per speaker, 

unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the Committee. 

 

Disruption to Meeting: In the event of a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from 

broadcasting the meeting to members of the public using the call-in option or internet-based service option, or 

in the event of a disruption within the eligible legislative body’s control that prevents members of the public 

from offering public comments using the call-in option or internet-based service option, the eligible 

legislative body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting agenda until public access to 

the meeting via the call-in option or internet- based service option is restored. Actions taken on agenda items 

during a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from broadcasting the meeting may be 

challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1. California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(3). 

 

Comments Not Required in Advance: The legislative body shall not require public comments to be 

submitted in advance of the meeting and shall provide an opportunity for the public to address the legislative 

body and offer comments in real time. California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(4). public comment 

http://www.shermanoaksnc.org/
https://us02web.zom.us/j/81168943092
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through the use of an internet website, or other online platform, not under the control of the eligible legislative 

body, that requires registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as required by the 

third-party internet website or online platform to participate. California Government Code Section 

54953.8(b(5), 

 

Timed Public Comment Period: A legislative body that provides a timed public comment period for each 

agenda item shall not close the public comment period for the agenda item, or the opportunity to register, 

pursuant to paragraph (5), to provide public comment until that timed public comment period has elapsed. 

California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(6(A), 

 

Public Comment Heard Per Item (non-timed): A legislative body that does not provide a timed public 

comment period, but takes public comment separately on each agenda item, shall allow a reasonable amount 

of time per agenda item to allow public members the opportunity to provide public comment, including time 

for members of the public to register pursuant to paragraph (5), or otherwise be recognized for the purpose of 

providing public comment. California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(6)(B).  

 

The Neighborhood Council system enables meaningful civic participation for all Angelenos and serves as a 

voice for improving government responsiveness to local communities and their needs. We are an advisory 

body to the City of Los Angeles, composed of stakeholder volunteers who are devoted to the mission of 

improving our communities.   

 

Agenda Note: All items containing motions, at the time of agenda posting, are listed in blue, bold text. 

 

1. Welcome and Call to Order – Howard M. Katchen, President and Chair 

a. (If applicable) Chair’s appointment of SONC Board Members (max two) to Executive 

Committee panel for the balance of this meeting pursuant to the Standing Rules. 

 

2. Roll Call – El-Bethel Debela, Secretary 

 

3. General Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items. 
 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

Finance Committee items and updates. 

 

5. Executive Committee Items 

a. Approval of Minutes for Prior Meeting(s). January 6, 2026 

 

b. Board and/or Committee Resignations 

• Green & Sustainability Resignation – Drew Johnstone 

 

c. Approval of President & Chair’s Board or Committee and liaison 

Appointments   

• Board Member Area 5 Residential – Sybil Azul 

• Green & Sustainability – Barbara Lewis 

• Green & Sustainability – Elizabeth Meshes – Chair  

 

d. Items For Discussion and/or Possible Actions or motions  

1) Ad Hoc Board Retreat Committee Status 

2) Ad Hoc By Laws Committee Status 
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3) Ad Hoc Student Committee 

4) Search for 2026 – 2027 SONC Board Youth Representative to begin in 

April 

5) Board meeting speaker: Ron Galperin, Former City Controller, Current 

Budget & Finance Advisory Committee                                         

 

6. Agenda Items for Upcoming SONC Board Meeting 

● Agenda motions to date  

○ Finance: (see Item #4). Two motions from the floor. 

1) SONC Monthly Expenditure Report (MER) January 31, 2026 

 
2)  SONC Summer Series Movies in the Park 

     A motion to approve the expenditure of up to $4,900.00 for  

         SONC’s Summer Series Movies in the Park (MITP) screening at  

    the Van Nuys Sherman Oaks War Memorial Park on Saturday,       

    June 27, 2026. Funds will go towards film rental/licensing fees,  

    projection services, and family friendly activities. Funding will also 

    be used to acquire SONC branded promotional materials, SONC  

    printed materials, and event logistical support.  

 

7. Motion from the floor –  

Support Council File 26-0002-S8, AB 1633 (Haney)/Private Detention Facility Tax Law/ 

Corporate Profiteering /ICE Funded Immigration Detention Centers (Hernandez - 

Blumenfeld - Jurado - Padilla - Rodriguez - Soto-Martinez)  

 

The motion made by LA City Council is to include Support for State Assembly Bill (AB) 1633 

in its 2025-2026 State Legislative Program Support. The legislation will create the Private 

Detention Facility Tax Law and thus curb corporate profiteering from ICE-funded 

immigration detention centers in the state of California. The privatization of prisons in the 

United States has devastating effects on incarceration rates, sentence lengths, and the costs of 

imprisonment, which becomes a taxpayer burden. ICE has been given a budget of $45 Billion 

dollars to fund the building of new immigration detention centers that will house both adults 

and children. Privately operated companies have been an important partner for ICE as the US 

government carries out its immigration agenda. ICE contracts with corporations to build and 

operate these facilities and to transport undocumented individuals who are in custody. If these 

private corporations did not exist, it would be difficult for the federal government to execute 

its plans. The two largest private prison corporations reported significant profits during the 

recent earnings calls. These types of operations have been highly criticized for keeping 

detainees longer than reasonable in efforts to increase their profits. 

 

8. Executive Committee member announcements. 

 

9. Adjournment 

 

 
THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) As a covered entity under Title II of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.shermanoaksnc.org/assets/documents/7/meeting6955b1690e7e7.pdf
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and upon request will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, 

services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assisted listening devices, or other auxiliary aids 

and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your 

request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting by contacting Department of 

Neighborhood Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or email: NCsupport@lacity.org 

 

NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this 

meeting, City law may require you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles 

Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For 

assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org. 

 

 

Public Access of Records 

In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority 

or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website: www.ShermanOaksNC.org or at the 

scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please 

email the SONC Secretary: elbethel.debela.sonc@gmail.com. 

 

Public Posting of Agendas 

Neighborhood Council agendas are posted for public review as follows: 

● Sherman Oaks Public Library, 14245 Moorpark St, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423. 

● www.ShermanOaksNC.org 

● L.A. City’s Early Notification System (subscribe to ENS at https://www.lacity.org/subscriptions). 

 

Reconsideration and Grievance Process 

For information on the NC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any 

other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the NC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at 

our Board meetings and our website www.ShermanOaksNC.org. 
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