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Project Background
and Scope



City Policies: Mobility Plan 2035



What Is A Neighborhood Enhanced Network (NEN)?

Main characteristics of NEN:
• Low traffic streets
• Discourage cut-through and 

speeding
• Improve access for walking and 

biking

Additional characteristics:
• Add greening and stormwater 

capture
• Create park-like spaces



Where do we Start Building the NEN?



Geographic Focus: Central City

Study the Central City 
subregion

• Approximately 2m 
residents 

• Concentration of 
jobs and services

• High propensity for 
car-free travel (bike, 
walk, roll, transit)



Measuring Level of Travel 
Stress on the NEN



What does “Low Stress” Look Like?



How to Measure Stress on a Streets



Level of Travel Stress (LTS) at Intersections

4 3

2 1

Is it possible to stop traffic 
on the major street?

Is it possible to cross on 
both sides of the street?

Does the traffic stop or 
yield?

Does activating signal rely 
on informal behavior?



Building toward Stress Free 



Comfort Matters

Research suggests that residential streets with limited car traffic and slow 
moving vehicles can be more appealing for more people to bike compared to 
striping bike lanes on busy streets.



Community Cohesion and Resilience

• Streets with lighter traffic experience less noise and air pollution
• People are more likely to know their neighbors on streets with less traffic
• Streets with slower traffic tend to be safer and more accessible



What’s the Data 
Showing Us?



Intersections are Common Barriers



3

Focus on Critical Connections 
Creates Long Corridor

10+ stressful barriers over 2.5 miles

3 stressful barrier over 4 miles

3 stressful barriers over 1.1 miles



Supporting Data with 
User Experience



Identifying Initial Networks

First step in getting 
feedback:

Initial draft 
network guided by 
technical analysis



Community Meetings



Interactive Online Map

• Provide feedback:
– https://ladotlivablestreets.org/projects/central-la-stress-free
– https://ladotlivablestreets.org/projects/mid-city-stress-free

https://ladotlivablestreets.org/projects/central-la-stress-free
https://ladotlivablestreets.org/projects/mid-city-stress-free


Intersection Surveys

• On scale of 1-4 (1 = very little, 4 = a 
lot), how much travel stress do you 
experience? 

• What are changes that would help 
improve bicycling and walking? 

• Explore tools available to reduce 
cut-through, improve access, 



“Connect the Green” Challenge



Ground Up Validation



Ground Up Validation



Ground Up Validation



Adjusted for 
user 
experience….

Ground Up Validation

LADOT Level of 
Travel Stress

User Level of 
Travel Stress



Ground Up Validation

Revised network, 
informed by data AND 
local knowledge

More corridors to 
meet local interests

Deviate from formal 
network designation 
to make logical 
connections



Timeline
and Next Steps



Organize Bike Rides, Walk Audits, Workshops



Identify Solutions to Expand Low Stress Networks

Identify solutions to make 
bicycling and walking more 
appealing on residential streets

• Work with communities to 
identify priority needs

• Further examine trade-offs 
that meet multiple goals 
through focused virtual 
workshops



From Planning to Implementation

Short-term and immediate solutions are possible



From Planning to Implementation

Permanent build outs with funding secured



Neighborhood Network in Sherman Oaks

Kester Ave
Hazeltine Ave
Cedros Ave

Valley Vista Bl
Addison St
Burbank Bl



Where we are, and what’s next?

Latent Demand Surveys

Research and Data Analysis

Concepts Feedback

Surveying, Connect The Green Audits

Ongoing...

2020 2021 2022 - 2035

● Report back to Council
● Continued planning and 

design for project elements
● Inclusion in long range 

plans, as appropriate

We are here



Stay Involved - Contact Us! 

Email: stressfreeconnections@lacity.org  

Project webpage: 
https://ladotlivablestreets.org/projects/central-la-stress-free

https://ladotlivablestreets.org/projects/mid-city-stress-free

