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Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council   

              SONC
BOARD MEETING

Monday, April 11, 2016

Sherman Oaks Elementary School 
Auditorium
14780 Dickens St.
Sherman Oaks
	


    Minutes  
Meeting was called to order by Jill Banks Barad, President at 6:50 pm 
Pledge of Allegiance                                      

Roll call: Present: Jill Banks Barad, Jay Beeber, Tom Capps, Howard Katchen, Louis Schallice, Carolyn Casavan, Lisa Petrus, Sidonia Lax, Jeff Kalban, Sherry Revord, Sue Steinberg, Richard Marciniak (left at 9 pm), Neil Roden, Ron Ziff, Mohamed Felo (left at 8:05 pm), Raphael Morozov (arrived at 7:10pm)
Absent: None
Approval of Minutes:  SONC Board Meeting February 8, 2016; Unanimously approved. SONC Board meeting March 14, 2016; Unanimously approved as corrected.
Introduction of elected officials, staff, LAPD Senior Lead Officers  

Public Comment: Comments by the public on non-agenda items within SONC’s jurisdiction  
· LAPD Sr. Lead Officer Jose Saldana – There has been a 2% increase in property crimes and no violent crimes in Sherman Oaks in the last reporting period. Discussion with Board regarding noise complaints.
· LA Deputy City Attorney for Van Nuys Division Tamara Galatzan spoke about short-term rentals City Council is trying to come up with a new ordinance. If residents have a concern, they should contact Council District 4 staff. Currently there is a prohibition on renting out your house or room in your house for less than 30 days, but the law is unenforceable as it exists now. Due to a series of lawsuits against the city, now it is legal to camp on sidewalk or in vehicles.
  Guest Speaker: Tony Wilkinson, Chair, Neighborhood Council- DWP Memorandum of Understanding Oversight Committee; Executive Committee VANC;

 Topic:  DWP Reform- Empowering Angelenos, Reforming our Utility
Possible Action Item. DWP is the largest water and power company in the nation, owned by the ratepayers. Mayor Eric Garcetti and Council President Herb Wesson want to get neighborhood council input on reforming DWP and want to get it on the November ballot. Wilkinson said it has been a long term challenge to get something done in the DWP. There are reforms necessary to the DWP contracting system but Wilkinson said there is a feeling that November ballot measure may be too soon and a feeling that the transfer of money may be a separate measure. 
Motion: SONC believes that DWP Reform is a complex issue that deserves time for a robust public discussion and debate, and it should not appear on the November 2016 ballot. However, if a measure is created for the November 2016 ballot, SONC is developing its position and recommendations to be filed as a subsequent Community Impact Statement (CIS). Unanimously approved. 
The issue will be given to the Gov’t Affairs Committee to draft a Community Impact Statement (CIS) and come back to SONC.
President’s Report
A. SONC Spring Tree Giveaway - Thanks to all the volunteer workers who gave away more than 200 trees donated by City Plants and DWP.   

B.   Election Results and Comments – Went very smoothly. May 9th will be a swearing-in ceremony and election of new officers. 

Introduction of elected officials, staff, LAPD Senior Lead Officers  

Public Comment: Comments by the public on non-agenda items within SONC’s jurisdiction (this speaker was taken out of order)
· Alice Roth: CD 4 deputy. David Ryu will attend next SONC meeting
Committee Reports/Updates
A. 1st Vice President’s Report
Action Item: Standing Rules for Committees (see attached)
Motion to change item to: (h) To ensure the public is noticed 3 days in advance, Information on individuals making presentations at committee, exec committee, or board meeting must be sent to the presiding officer a minimum of 5 days in advance of the meeting in order to be placed on the agenda. Motion passes yes 11-1-2 (No: Howard, Abstain: Lisa, Raphael; Mohamed and Richard had left meeting prior to vote) 
B. Land Use Committee (LUC) – Ron Ziff, Chair

1. Updates on development projects in Sherman Oaks

Agenda items for LUC meeting Thursday, April 21, SO Public Library

· Request for rezone for 29-unit apartment building at 14241 Magnolia 
· Request for zone change and change of use to allow up to eight (8) new restaurants at Fashion Square

· Review of murals at 15111 and 15122 Ventura Blvd. and Noble
C. Outreach Committee – Raphael Morozov, Chair

1. SONC Springtime Tree Giveaway 
Volunteer opportunity on May 14, One Generation

D.  Election Committee - Jay Beeber, Chair
     1. SONC April 7 Election Results – total of 154 votes were cast 
E.  Green and Beautification Committee - Carolyn Casavan, Chair 
· Saturday, May 7, Big Sunday project, need volunteers for planting

· Saturday, May 14, Green Living Fair  

F.  Animal Welfare Committee - Debbie Kozin, Chair
       Treasurer’s Report/Finance Committee—Howard Katchen, Treasurer
Consent Calendar (2 Items, No Discussion Required) – Unanimously approved
1.  Approve Board member reimbursement of $40.76 to Neal Roden for water bottles purchased at Costco for SONC’s “Say Hello to Spring Event.”

2. Approve Board Member reimbursement of $211.05 to Michael Garrett for purchases of $114.45 at Dollar Tree and $96.60 paid to FedEx for SONC’s “Say Hello to Spring Event.”

Regular agenda (3 Items, Discussion Required)
1. Approve and adopt Treasurer’s financial status report and monthly expenditure report for March 2016. $17,513 remaining for the year.
Unanimously approved

2. Action item: Funds request of $850.00 for SONC to support and participate at the 9th Annual Valley Disaster Preparedness Fair on October 1, 2016, sponsored by the Southern California Preparedness Foundation – Motion by J Barad to defer to next month’s meeting was unanimously approved.
3. Fiscal year end

 Update

1. Budget Advocates
Announcements from the Board on subject matters within SONC’s jurisdiction.  
           Next VANC meeting: Thursday, April 14, 2016, 6:30 p.m. SO Hospital Dr’s Conference Room:
· Discussion with the Economic Alliance of the SFV  “How Neighborhood Councils can work with the Business Community”  

· Panel regarding DWP Reform, Tony Wilkinson and Jack Humpreville 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:52 pm
Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Steinberg

Secretary
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