Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council

Land Use Committee Minutes


January 16, 2014

1. Meeting is called to Order by Chairman Ron Ziff at 6:30 p.m.

2. Present: Chair R. Ziff, J. Kalban, C. Buck, J. Diamond, A. Fields, M. Maloney, S. Steinberg.  Absent: J. Campbell, A. Bartley.
3. Minutes of December 19, 2013 meeting were unanimously approved. Motion made by C. Buck, seconded by M. Maloney.
4. No Elected Officials were present
5. No Public Comments

6. Chair Report from Ron Ziff
· The Buckley School has asked to have the deadline removed on its building program from 2015. The hearing will be held by the Planning Dept. on February 3.

· The question I am being asked most at this time is what is going on at the Sunkist property. The property was sold to a developer, IMT. I know that their plan is to develop most of the property into residential use. That will require some rezoning and they will have to come before the LUC. They have not sent us any information or scheduled a hearing at this time. When it is scheduled it will be posted on the LUC agenda on the website. You can also sign up to be on an email list. I will try to get out an email to people that are interested. However, I do not guarantee you will get an email. What I do ask is that you use BLOCK LETTERS only. People usually scribble or use script. My computer and I do not read anything but block letters.

· The LA City Planning Department received the RIO, River Improvement Ordinance, back from the City Attorney on December 9. It was sent to Building and Safety and Public Works but was not released to the NC's until last Friday afternoon January 10. It was heard 2:30PM Tuesday. We had previously objected to the coverage of most of Sherman Oaks. The map that was released with the ordinance did not match the map of 2/27/2012. A new map was released at 11:30AM Monday. 
The accompanying ordinance does things that will be a problem:

1.  Every project in the RIO district will require an additional permit or variance. It will be a big extra barrier to remodeling a home and a big extra expense.
 2. On new builds and remodels 75% of the landscaping will have to be torn out and replaced with native species and similar plantings. 
It was discussed Monday evening at the SONC meeting and decided that I would ask for a continuance. A 90 day continuance was granted. What our community wants will be a major topic on the February SONC agenda.

7a. New Business
Presentation by Kiran Rishi  from Elizabeth Peterson Group requesting the Land Use Committee’s support for a Conditional Use Permit for on-site sales of a full-line of alcoholic beverages at  15300 Ventura Blvd., formerly the Sisley Restaurant. The new restaurant, Public School 818, will utilize the 7,902 square feet ground-floor space, with 173 interior seats, and 58 exterior seats on private patio. Proposed closing hours will be midnight on Sunday-Thursday, and 2 a.m. on Friday and Saturday.
The new restaurant will maintain the current level of parking with 260 parking spaces in the structure, with both self and valet parking. 
Public School 818 is operated by the Daily Grill owners, and is described as a gastro pub with eclectic foods, with an emphasis on California craft beer. Other Public School locations are in Downtown Los Angeles and Culver City.
Member of the public David Rankell expressed concern about parking, use of the patio area, and asked about reviewing the plans. He said the area is over-saturated with alcohol uses.
The project architect clarified that the 880 square foot patio is the same size as Sisley’s, but will have a new glass rail. Parking will remain the same. The façade will change from chrome and glass to one with smaller window pane treatment. The applicant did not provide a sign package or elevations with the new façade or railing treatment. 
Motion was made by J. Kalban for the applicant to return with the necessary plans for the new façade, railings and signage. Jeff pointed out that these plans are always required by the LUC.  Motion seconded by C. Buck. Passed unanimously. 
7b. New Business

Wells Fargo will be relocating their branch from the Pavilion’s market site to 14601 Ventura Blvd. (corner of Vesper and Ventura), formerly Dilbeck’s Realty. Although it has already come before the LUC for support, Wells Fargo is now modifying the façade of the building along Vesper, and recessing the doors to improve the ADA requirement. The project complies with the Specific Plan. ATM machines will be added along Ventura Boulevard, but there will be no-drive thru banking. The project meets the city’s parking requirements. 

Motion to approve as presented made by J. Diamond, and seconded by C. Buck. Approved unanimously, but concern was stated that it was an unimpressive design and it would look better if the front was softened by planters. 
8. Committee Business 

Mikie Maloney said she was concerned about the number of absences of LUC members, and requested clarification of our committee’s policy. Chair Ron Ziff said all the LUC members serve at the pleasure of Neighborhood Council president. While the Neighborhood Council has a policy of a maximum of four absences, there is no attendance policy for the LUC and there is nothing in our rules
Ron Ziff explained the alcohol licensing process by the state’s Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) board. The number of alcohol licenses in the county is divided by census tract. The idea had been that alcohol licenses would be divided up evenly between census tracts, but discovered it wasn’t possible since some areas are commercial and some are residential. It is not true we are increasing the number of licenses available, but moving them around. 

Mikie Maloney asked a follow-up question regarding the upcoming SONC that will look at new RIO (river improvement ordinance).  Ron Ziff said only two neighborhood council were in opposition to the RIO: Sherman Oaks and Tarzana. He said it will come as a shock to some homeowners when they go to remodel their homes, that their landscaping will be impacted by the RIO.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by.

Sue Steinberg
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