Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council

Land Use Committee

Minutes May 17, 2012

Present:  R Ziff, Chair, A. Bartley, R. Cohen, J. Diamond, A. Fields, A. Hutchinson, M. Maloney

Absent:  C. Buck, J. Campbell, J. Kalban

1.
Meeting called to Order at 6:30pm.

2.
Roll Call

3.
Minutes of April 18, 2012 approved as amended.

4.
No elected officials or staff present.

5.
No public comments on non-agenda items.

6.
Chair’s Report:

R. Ziff expressed his appreciation to the members of the LUC sub-committee working group, and all members of LUC for carrying out their responsibilities extremely well.  He announced a policy update regarding requests from outside the committee for copies of documents that have been submitted for committee review.  In the future any individual or group wanting to get copies of documents from the committee will have to make a formal written public records request through the Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council.  The request will be filled by the council’s administrative assistant and the person requesting the copies will be charged at the prevailing city rates.  This past month we were informed that the Mayor had asked the Planning Department to re-write the entire zoning code for the city.  We had planned to talk about it this month.  At the end of April the Planning Commission took the matter before the Council’s PLUM committee with 72 hours notice.  The morning of the hearing it was taken off the agenda and postponed to May 8.  It was put back on the agenda with one hour notice.  R. Ziff requested that the matter be continued to May 8 in order to give Neighborhood Council time to study the proposal, there were twelve people who had asked to also speak on the matter.  The committee passed the Mayor’s request and did not hear any public comment on the matter. The Mayor has been quoted by the New York Times and the Wall Street Journal as saying this will change the way the city looks.  The Planning Dept. has issued 3 fact sheets in which they say they only intend to simplify the Zoning Code changes. 

Action requested by LUC: Committee to invite to a representative from the Los Angeles Planning Dept. to speak at a future LUC meeting.

7.
New Business

14708 Ventura Blvd. – Greg Taylor detailed the proposed remodel of this building and requested approval for a change of permitted uses from a gym and bank office to restaurant and medical office.  The building currently has two floors with an approximate 20K sq. ft total  The remodeled building would be approximately 14K sq. ft, first floor restaurant and second floor office space, an elevator would be located at the front of the building for second floor access.  The reduced footage would be repurposed into patio and landscaping at the front of the building on Ventura Blvd.  The parking lot will remain surface parking for 94 spaces.  The residential setbacks required on Dickens St. (rear property boundary) will be in compliance.  Applicant filed for plan approval with the City in Feb. 2012, DOT is preparing a letter to proceed.  ACTION: Motion to support with the condition that applicant will provide a landscape plan of the site via email to Committee.  Motion made by A. Bartley, second by R. Cohen.  Motion approved.

14400 Valley Vista Ave. – Applicant requesting a motion regarding a Zoning Administrator’s Adjustment for a proposed height variance for the front yard setback at this address.  ACTION: Motion to support.  Motion made by R. Cohen, second by J. Diamond.  Motion Approved.

13946 Ventura Blvd. – Requesting a Conditional Use Permit for a proposed pawn shop at this location.  Representing the business operator/building owner was Mr. Ari Gutierrez.  The proposed business was described as appointment only operation for the buying and selling of jewelry.  The building was constructed with high security elements and is currently in use by the owner in a related business.  Speakers commenting in support of the request noted the high quality of merchandise and business related practices of the applicant.  Speaker comments in opposition were safety concerns, long hours, rear parking lot and rear entrance adjacent to residential rear entrances and garages, the granting of this use permit will go with the property and a full service pawnshop would then be a legally permitted property, this property owner was issued a change of use for this property in 2005 from retail to office in order to build the current property.

ACTION: Motion to have Chair Ziff send a letter to the Zoning Administrator to not approve the Applicant’s request as presented.  Motion made by A. Fields and second by A. Hutchinson. Motion approved.

 Zoning Code Revisions – Item moved to June 2012 agenda

8.  Announcements from Committee:  R. Cohen requested a review of current committee procedures and policies including sub-committees, dissemination of materials and presentations to the SONC Board.  Chair Ziff agreed with 

Mr. Cohen as to the importance of this discussion and will place it on our next agenda.

9.  Meeting adjourned at 9pm.  The next LUC meeting will be held June 21, 2012 at the VNSO Sr. Center. 


