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Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council 
Monday, May 11, 2015 
Board Meeting
	


Minutes

The meeting was called to order by President Jill Banks Barad at 6:44 p.m. in the auditorium of the Sherman Oaks Elementary School.

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll call: Present:  J. Beeber, C. Casavan, H. Katchen, J. Kalban, R. Marciniak, L. Petrus, N. Roden, S. Steinberg, R. Ziff, J. Banks Barad

Absent:  T. Capps, S. Revord, R. Tash

Approval of Minutes:  SONC Board Meeting, April 13, 2015, unanimously approved as written; and SONC Special Board meeting April 28, 2015, unanimously approved as written.
Introduction of elected officials, staff, LAPD Senior Lead Officers  
· LAPD Sr. Lead Officers Trent Berry and Jose Saldana gave an update on crimes in Sherman Oaks. Reported property crimes (residential burglary, auto break-ins) are up approximately 10% year-to-date.    

· Erich King, field deputy for Council District #4 said they hope new soccer fields will open on June 25, and opening of River Walk between Kester and Sepulveda on June 2, at 11:30 a.m. 
Public Comment: Comments by the public on non-agenda items within SONC’s jurisdiction.
· Scott Schmerelson – candidate for LAUSD Board District #3 in the May 19 election. 
Program: Mansionization  Panel discussion with: Tom Rothmann, Deputy Director of LA City Planning; Jonathan Brand, Planning Deputy for Councilmember Tom LaBonge; Alan Dymond, President, Studio City Residents’ Association. Moderated by Ron Ziff, Chairman of SONC Land Use Committee. 
President’s Report – Jill Banks Barad

a. (Taken out of order) Appointment and Oath of Office of new Board members to fill vacancies:  

i. Raphael Morozov, Area 3-Business and Mohamed Felo, Area 5-Residential were sworn in and took their seats.  Michael Garrett, Area 1 Residential, was appointed but, due to his absence, will be sworn in at the next meeting.
b. Thank you to Robin Meyers, SONC Administrative Assistant who is leaving Los Angeles and 
c. Welcome to new SONC Administrative Assistant, Pauline Vaissie

Van Nuys/East Valley Shelter Request

Board member Lisa Petrus suggested the purchase of furniture to be used in two adoption rooms to improve the Van Nuys/East Valley Animal Shelter. Lisa made a Motion to request up to $5,000 for both rooms. Treasurer Howard Katchen requested the item go to the Finance Committee, and then could be placed on the June board meeting agenda. Item was referred to next Finance Committee. Lisa said she would provide additional information to the Committee. Ron suggested the council should have an Animal Welfare Committee. 
Treasurer’s Report/Finance Committee—Howard Katchen, Treasurer

 Consent Calendar: Discussion not Required (one item)

a. Approve payment of $29.23 to reimburse Board Member Ron Ziff for 1) Carrier for sound equipment $27.24 and 2) Yellow tape used to reserve seats at SONC Candidates Forum on March 9th - $1.99. 
Unanimously approved
Regular Agenda-: Items for discussion (seven items)

Approve Treasurer’s financial status report and monthly expenditure report for April 2015. Current status of budget is approximately $8,006. Seconded. Unanimously approved.
a. Action item: Allocate up to $125.00 to purchase materials to be used at the water conservation workshop being held by the Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance at the Tree People conference center on Saturday, May 16th.  Seconded. Unanimously approved.
b. Action item: Allocate up to $600.00 for two new SONC banners, including accessories for display and storage, to replace, retire old dilapidated banners. Discussion ensued. Seconded. Unanimously approved.
c. Action item: Allocate up to $5,000.00 for the River Project, a 501(c)3 to prepare a storm water analysis and guide with maps and information about storm water retrofit opportunities in Sherman Oaks which can be used to seek funding for related projects. Discussion ensued. Motion was made to refer back to Land Use Committee in order to quantify list of deliverables, example of work. Seconded. Unanimously approved.
d. Action item: nomination of two Budget Advocate representatives for fiscal year 2015 -2016.  Howard Katchan was nominated, motion seconded. Unanimously approved. Raphael Morozov was nominated, motion seconded. Unanimously approved.
e. Working group: strategic plan, budget and outreach survey for fiscal year 2015 – 2016.
f. Update Budget Advocates – funds allocation.
 Committee Reports/Update

A. Land Use Committee  (LUC) – Ron Ziff, Chair  
a. Rental party house at 15105 Mulholland is being prosecuted by the City Attorney;
b. National Park Service Rim of the Valley Park meetings in Chatsworth on Thursday, May 21, 2015 at 7 pm - 9 pm and Los Angeles on Tuesday, June 2, 3 pm - 5 pm;
c. The City Mobility Plan Update will be heard at the City Planning Commission on Thursday, May 28, 8:30 am at Van Nuys City Hall;
d. On May 21, LUC will hear a guest speaker on rainwater retention, change in hours at Buffalo Wild Wings in the Galleria, zone change from R-1 to RD1.5 at 14241 Magnolia.
B. Green and Beautification Committee -Carolyn Casavan, Chair
a. Workshop on Saturday at Tree People on Mulholland, regarding lawn conversions. 
b. Bureau of Street Services said they completed all the work we submitted. 
c. Next committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 13. Sign ordinance and river tour will be discussed. 

C. Rules and Elections -Jay Beeber, Chair  

a. Report of Code of Civility training for each Board member – all current board members have completed training. New members will need to do this training, and funding training. 
 Announcements from the Board on subject matters within SONC’s jurisdiction  
None
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. Next SONC meeting will be held on June 8, 2015.

Respectfully submitted by:

Sue Steinberg, Secretary
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