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Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council 
Monday, February 9, 2015 
Board Meeting
	


Minutes

The meeting was called to order by President Jill Banks Barad at 6:46 p.m. in the auditorium of the Sherman Oaks Elementary School.
Pledge of Allegiance

Roll call: Present:  J. Beeber, T. Capps, C. Casavan, D. Crisci, H. Katchen, J. Kalban, R. Marciniak, L. Petrus, S. Revord, N. Roden, S. Steinberg, R. Tash, R. Ziff, J. Banks Barad

Absent: S. Lax

Approval of Minutes:    SONC Board Meeting, January 12, 2015, unanimously approved 

Public Comment:  candidates for upcoming March 3 election

· Steve Veres, candidate for Council District 4 

· Nicole Petersen, representing Carl Petersen candidate for LAUSD District #3; 

· Jay Beeber, candidate for Council District 4
Public Comment: Comments by the public on non-agenda items within SONC’s jurisdiction.
· Ann Peter, spoke promoting “A Question of Personhood” on YouTube

· Alan Scher, spoke regarding traffic problems on Rayneta Drive

Introduction of elected officials, staff, LAPD Senior Lead Officers
· LAPD Sr. Lead Officer Jose Saldana said crime is down although there are still thefts from autos. He gave an update on the recent homicide on Dickens. He discussed traffic in the area; there was discussion to restart a Transportation Committee of SONC.

· Erich King, field deputy of Council District 4:  VNSO soccer fields will be done by May; the river walk between Kester and Sepulveda is expected to be completed in the next two months. 
· Steven Butcher, deputy for Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian gave an update on events in Assembly District 46
8. Presentation and Discussion: L.A. Charter Amendments 1 & 2 in the March 3 election. Possible Action Item on Item 10c. 
Guest Speakers: Andrew Westall, deputy chief of staff to Council President Herb Wesson in support of Charter Amendment #1: Moving election dates to consolidate city election with federal and county elections on June and November in the even years in order to increase voter turnout. This will also make it so those candidates who are now being elected to office will have an additional 18 months in office. This would also include the Los Angeles Unified District elections. 
The county would run the elections, not the City Clerk’s office. This would save money so city would not have to pay their seasonal employees to run the election. Those Clerk Office staffers who work on elections would be absorbed into other departments.      

Against Amendment 1 & 2: Hector Huezo, from Save Our City Elections, disputed assertion that moving city elections to coordinate with county and federal election will save money. Says the city loses ability to innovate and change the way Los Angeles votes if this passes. There has not been enough study on the proposed changes.  The larger ballots will mute the local voices and candidates. Local candidates would have to raise more money to compete for more attention. 
9. LADWP Solar Power: Guest Speaker: Anh Wood, Manager LADWP Solar Program. Residential and commercial solar power. DWP’s goal is to 33% renewable energy by 2020. With solar incentive program customers can pay upfront or lease for 20 yrs., and reduce the customer’s bill monthly. DWP pays 40 cents per watt rebate to residential customers; average residential usage is 5 KW so DWP pays about $2,000K for residential system. If your power bill is around $840 or so a year, it will take about 12 years to recoup the outlay. 
10. President’s Report

a. Action item: Motion from Executive Committee to excuse   

Board member absences at the January 12th meeting due to the flu epidemic; 
Discussion ensued. Motion failed: 3-10-1 (Yes: Crisci, Marciniak, Ziff; No: Beeber, Capps, Casavan, Katchen, Petrus, Revord, Roden, Steinberg, Tash Banks Barad; Abstain: Kalban).
b. Action item: Motion from Executive Committee to Ratify items voted on at 
  

January 12 meeting; unanimously approved
c. Possible Action Item and Motion to support/oppose/no position on

Charter Amendments 1 &2 on March 3rd ballot. 
Motion to oppose the Charter Amendment 1 & 2. Seconded. Discussion ensued. Motion failed 3-11-0 (Yes: Beeber, Crisci, Ziff; No: Capps, Casavan, Kalban, Katchen, Marciniak, Petrus, Revord, Roden, Steinberg, Tash, Banks Barad). 
Motion to take no position. Seconded. Motion passes 12-2-0 (Yes: Beeber, Capps, Casavan, Crisci, Kalban, Katchen, Marciniak, Petrus, Revord, Roden, Tash, Ziff; No: Steinberg, Banks Barad)
11. Treasurer’s Report Finance Committee—Howard Katchen, Treasurer 
a. Consent Calendar: (3 items)
Approve payment of $45.99 to reimburse Outreach Chair, Sherry Revord for decorations purchased at Dollar Tree for the SONC sponsored “We Love Trees” event to be held on February 14, 2015 at the Sherman Oaks/East Valley Senior Center

b. Approve payment of $42.47 to reimburse Treasurer, Howard M. Katchen for refilling printer ink cartridges at Costco used to print meeting agenda, minutes, financial reports and for sundry SONC needs.

c. Approve payment of $250.00 to Carla’s Café for refreshments at VANC Anniversary Mixer to be held on March 12, 2015 at CBS Studios in Studio City Motion to approve.  Consent Calendar unanimously approved
a. Action Items: (3 items)
Approve Treasurer’s financial status report and monthly expenditure report for January 2015. We have approximately $20,000 left in our budget. Unanimously approved
b. Action item: Allocate up to $2,500.00, not to exceed 50% of the total cost, to pay New Directions for Youth to clean and paint street furniture and poles at the Village in the Sherman Oaks Business Improvement District (BID). Unanimously approved.
c. Action item: Allocate up to $4,990.00 to continue to trim palm trees on Ventura Boulevard, east of Hazeltine Avenue, subject to presenting two bids from L.A. City approved contractors, a total tree count and permit costs. Unanimously approved
d. Budget Advocates update

 12. Committee Reports/Updates 
 Public Safety Committee: Brandon Pender, Chair   

· First meeting Thursday, February 5 at SONC office, 13907 Ventura Blvd, #104;

· Working to put together CERT classes 
Land Use Committee: Ron Ziff, Chair
· Action Item: Motion from LUC Vision Subcommittee to support CD 4 request for changes to the Cedros Avenue Parking Structure.  Unanimously approved
· Update: Nursery School at 5128 Hazeltine Avenue, Gelsons alcohol sales
· Update: next Land Use Committee meeting and agenda

Outreach Committee: Sherry Revord, Chair 
· “SONC Loves Trees”  Tree Giveaway, February 14th, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Green and Beautification Committee: Carolyn Casavan, Chair
Stormwater will be topic of next meeting
 13. Announcements from the Board on subject matters within SONC’s jurisdiction    

· Next VANC meeting, Thursday, February 12 at 6:30 p.m.; Charter Amendments 1 & 2 on March ballot, 
· Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Council (VANC) Mixer on March 12 at Studio City; 
· VANC’s speaker in April will be Seleta Reynolds, general manager of  LADOT;    
· Carolyn Casavan announced the start of the Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance will host its first workshop Feb. 21 at TreePeople.
Announcement from the Board

none

Meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m. Next SONC meeting will be held on March 9th.
Respectfully submitted by:

Sue Steinberg, Secretary
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