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Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council 
Monday, December 8, 2014 
Board Meeting
	


Minutes

The meeting was called to order by President Jill Banks Barad at 6:50 p.m. in the auditorium of the Sherman Oaks Elementary School.

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll call: Present:  J. Beeber, T. Capps, C. Casavan , D. Crisci, J. Kalban, H. Katchen, S. Lax, R. Marciniak, L. Petrus, S. Revord, N. Roden, S. Steinberg, R. Tash, R. Ziff, J. Banks Barad
Absent: None
Approval of Minutes as corrected, from the meeting of November 10, 2014 – corrected as amended, Minutes unanimously approved
6. Public Comment: 
· LAPD Senior Lead Officers Trent Berry and Jose Saldana were introduced. Officer Berry said Sherman Oaks has seen a 15-16% drop in overall crime from last year.
· Steven Butcher, aide to Assemblyman Adrin Nazarian (46th District) invited everyone to an Open House and Toy Drive, Dec. 11th. 

· Erich King, deputy to Councilmember Tom LaBonge (Council District 4) invited everyone to an Open House to view a vintage photo exhibit of the area, at CD4 offices at 13907 Ventura Blvd.
· President Jill Banks Barad introduced Board of Neighborhood Commissioner Lydia Grant. 

· Glenn Bailey introduced himself as candidate for Los Angeles Community College District, Seat 3, election is on March 3, 2015. 
· Maria Balke, Sherman Oaks resident, spoke opposing legalizing street vendors in Los Angeles.
· Richard Adams, Studio City stakeholder, suggested SONC support “Welcome to…” signs at border of Sherman Oaks and Studio City.
· Avo Babian, Sherman Oaks resident, spoke about water conservation concerns urging rain water conservation and collection. 

· Elizabeth Young, San Fernando Valley coordinator for Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority, said she will need volunteers to participate in count of area’s homeless on night of Jan. 29th. 
· Elke Keitmeyer, representing Sherman Oaks Homeowners’ Association (SOHA), thanked SONC for their cooperation with SOHA. 

7. Guest Speaker: Assemblyman Adrin Nazarian, 46th District 
Assemblyman Nazarian won his second term on Nov. 3. He recapped the last two years and the difficult economic cuts to social service programs. Over the last term he helped pass a tax credit for the entertainment industry, the water bond, and the removal of the ban on subways in San Fernando Valley, AB 577. Water and transportation will be his focus over the next term. Assemblyman Nazarian took questions from audience and board. 
8. President’s Report/Appointments, J. Banks Barad 
a. January meeting will focus on Health Care. 
b. Appointment of Ad Hoc committee to clarify Standing Rules regarding funding. Jill appointed Richard Marciniak, chair, Howard Katchen, and Sherry Revord. 

c. Appointment of Dave Buscan as SONC Budget Representative to replace former Board member Cindy Wu Freedman.  

10. Committee Reports/Updates (5b taken out of order)
5(b). Metro Update: New bus line from the Valley to the Westside.
Ron Ziff announced new express bus (#788) going over Sepulveda Pass, utilizing carpool lane to the Federal Building. From Orange Line Station to Veteran and Wilshire is approximately 46 minutes. Fare for trip is $1.75. 
9.  Treasurer’s Report/Finance Committee, H. Katchen, Chair
Item 9d; pulled from the Consent Calendar, heard out of order
d. Motion was made and seconded to pay the full bill and invoice of $975.00 to L.D. Mather Art & Design, Inc. 1) $775.00 for SONC 8.5 X 11 tri-fold brochure layout, edit, and production of camera ready file, ready for the printer; and 2) $150 for SONC logo for stitchery of polo shirts: design, file layout and production of final file for production, interface with vendor. Discussion ensued. Motion passed 10-3-2. Ayes: Casavan, Crisci, Kalban, Lax, Marciniak, Revord, Steinberg, Tash, Ziff, Banks Barad; Nays: Katchen, Petrus, Roden; Abstain: Beeber, Capps. 
 Consent Calendar: Consent Calendar unanimously approved
a. Approve Board member reimbursement to pay Ron Ziff $23.03 for the purchase of a bulletin board on which to display SONC Board and committee agendas in the front window at the Council District 4 office at 13907 Ventura Blvd., Suite 104.

b. Approve payment of $3.50 per month beginning January 2015 through September 2015 to the Web Corner for one additional user email account enabled to send SONC emails.

c. Approve payment of 670.00 to Challenge Graphics for printing 1,000 SONC tri-fold promotional and informational brochures to distribute to stakeholders and the general public.
d. Was pulled from Consent Calendar, see above
Items for Discussion
e. Action Item: Motion to adopt Treasurer’s financial status report and monthly expenditure report for November 2014. Approximately $878.83 was spent this month; Balance of budget of $23,750.37. Unanimously approved. 
f. Action Item: Motion to request return of $250 from Reserve Animal Control Officer (RACO) program. Amended motion to table discussion for tonight and review in February, seconded. Unanimously approved
g. Budget Advocate update: meeting with city departments
10. Committee Reports/Updates
c. Outreach Committee, S. Revord, Chair (taken out of order)
Discussion about Farmers’ Market at Kester Elementary School on Saturdays; 
Distribution of free trees sponsored by DWP, suggested for Valentine’s Day. 
a. 1st Vice President’s Report on Board of Neighborhood Commissioners’ (BONC) new policy regarding civility; Speakers Lydia Grant and Glenn Bailey.
Action Item: Motion for an official position statement from SONC directed to BONC and DONE for reconsideration of the Code of Conduct and Civility Policy which would increase the vulnerability of NC Board members and does not offer sanctions against those who actually do the bullying and harassment. Discussion ensued.
Proposed amended motion, seconded: SONC goes on record in opposition to Code of Conduct and Civility Policy as is presently written. Letter to be written to BONC to include SONC concern that policy would increase the vulnerability of Neighborhood Council Board members and does not address due process, and does not provide sanctions against those who actually do the bullying and harassment. Further, we request a legal opinion from the city attorney. 

Friendly amendment to ask a stay in requiring signatures on the documents until the above issues we raised has been resolved to the satisfaction of the board. 

Unanimously approved. 
e.  Public Safety Committee, Brandon Pender, Chair (taken out of order)
Committee’s first meeting proposed for December 15 or 17 at CD 4 office. 
b.  Land Use Committee (LUC), Ron Ziff, Chair 

· Report on Nov. 20th Land Use Committee meeting

· Update: Public forum on the proposal for traffic signal at Beverly Glen and Valley Vista and restriping on Stansbury from Roblar to Valley Vista.

· Rebuilding Rubin’s Red Hot for a new restaurant, and application for a Conditional Use Permit for alcohol service at 15322 Ventura Blvd.

· Conditional Use Permit for Gelson’s Market for wine tasting license

· Metro Update (taken out of order, see above)
d.  Green & Beautification Committee, Carolyn Casavan, Chair 
Bureau of Street Services tree trimming 

Announcement from the Board
· VANC is hosting “The Role of the Land Use Committee” with keynote speaker City Councilmember Felipe Fuentes (CD7) on Dec. 11th at CBS Studios, Studio City

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:

Sue Steinberg, Secretary
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