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Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council

SONC
BOARD MEETING

Monday, March 13, 2017
6:30 p.m.

Sherman Oaks Elementary School Auditorium
14780 Dickens Street
Sherman Oaks

	


Minutes
1. Meeting Called to Order By Ron Ziff, President at 6:30 pm                                      

2. Roll Call:  President Ron Ziff, Garret Ross, Levon Baronian, Kristin Sales, Jeff Hartsough, Tom Capps, Howard Katchen, Richard Marciniak, Lisa Petrus, Sue Steinberg, Sidonia Lax, Avo Babian, Sherry Revord, Jill Banks Barad, Michael Binkow, Neal Roden, Jeffrey Kalban.
Absent: Melissa Menard. Raphael Morozov
3. Pledge of Allegiance

4. Approval of Minutes of previous meetings: 

Public Comment: Wayne from Encino. Opposed Measure S. 

 SONC Board meeting, Feb 13th, 2017. Approved as Written
5. Comments by LAPD SLO’s, Public Officials and staff

-LAPD: Senior Lead Officer Trent Berry said Pedestrian Accidents are up, so be careful when crossing the street. Regarding the Fire on Coy Dr, he can’t divulge info. Regarding distracted drivers who are texting, police officers are writing tickets. Regarding the hit and run that killed a pedestrian on Burbank and Tyrone, not much new info

-Comments: Katie O’Kelley-Hendricks, Director of East Valley Adult Center. Invited everyone over 50 to a Senior Amateur Talent Show, on April 22nd. Also invited everyone to Tue Flix, movie in the lobby, also Mindful meditation, and karaoke.

-Comment: Nikki Ezhari, new rep for Council Member Ryu, replacing Alice Roth

-Comment: Wayne from Encino, Issues about Crime going up.
6. Guest speaker Timothy Tyson, Director of LA City Street Services. “Trees” The condition of Sherman Oaks Aging Urban Forest, trees falling and tree trimming schedule. 

In 2008, there was a cut in the budget, and the street services went from 250 to 85 employees. The budget for tree trimming was cut, so they could only trim trees once every 26 yrs with the available funds, Tim prefers once every 7 yrs.  Today, they are back up to 112 employees, 90 in the field, inspecting, removing dead trees and stumps

You can call MyLA311 to request to inspect a tree. Even though the tree is the homeowner’s, LA city governs the right of way.  Normally they get 600 requests per month. Last month during the bad storm, there were 1000 requests in 3 days. During Nov to Feb, the rainy months, there were 1495 trees trimmed, 502 stumps removed, 416 dead trees removed, and 85 replanted. Be careful with electric wires

Landscape contractor has left, so we are piggy backing on Parks and Rec. There are 10.5 Million squ ft of Median Islands. Normally it takes 40 employees 2 weeks to do them all. The contractor never had more than 15 to 20. Trees now are still in a drought. The Mayor will add 10 more employees to help with dead trees. Call if you have a dead tree. We have On Demand Tree trimming. The budget is $1 M, last year was $500,000. We have been cheaper than contractors on weekends. Each CD gets 66,000 from the $1M. 

Seven yrs ago, each tree trimming/removal cost $125-$130, now it costs $180-$185. We have 10 Million trees, 700,000 need help. The state of the Trees Report was passed out. Based on info from 2015.  Many Mulberries on Lindley are dying, because of disease. They have to be removed and replaced. If it’s unsafe, cavity filled, or has root disease. If they are funny shaped, it’s because they have been trimmed for now and will be removed later.  

Question: Cindy, about trees on her street, need to be trimmed.

Kristen Sales: Permits are free to cut your own tree, within guidelines. City Plants is a program that will help you plant trees, if you agree to maintain them for 3 yrs

Reverse Curve: Parkway inside of sidewalk, so trees have more room to grow

Michael Binkow: What about Sherman Oaks Area? Tim said to call MyLA311 or CD4 office

Lis Petrus: If tree falls what should we do? Take Pictures and file a claim.

Jeff Kalban: Palm pups should be removed more often

MYLA311: CRM, Customer Request Made, is what it’s called when a request is made, and you can go online to see how the request is going. Also, they can send a permit if you ask for one. The workers have tablets to update actions, and to go to next nearest location instead of going back to the office, then back out to the field

Inventory: Done in 1995. Palm Tree Maintenance: $150, used to be $130.

7. President’s Report   
Ron Ziff as the new president stressed his priorities: Communication, Participation, and Quality of Life

Exec Committee approved appointments of Jeff Kalban to chair the PLUM committee, Lisa Petrus to the PLUM committee, and Jill Banks Barad as Special Adviser to the President

Ron announced there has been a Public Records Requests for agendas, minutes and other documents relating to Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council. He asked if anyone wanted to volunteer their time to make copies and mail the documents to the person making the request. No Volunteer stepped forward
Action Item: Approval of the following Board Members to file Community Impact Statements: Ron Ziff, Jeff Hartsough, Sue Steinberg. Unanimously approved.
Appointment of a Strategic Plan Committee-Howard Katchen joined
Appointment of a Committee to recommend regulations on Marijuana sales- Sue Steinberg, Jeff Kalban, Neal Roden, community member Loren Naiman

8. Action Item – Motion: 1st by Ron Ziff, 2nd Howard Katchen

 “The SONC supports a $192,000 item in the 2017-18 LA City Budget for staff and related expenses to develop a preparedness plan which will lead to training of neighborhood individuals and the pre-placement of first responder supplies.” Motion passed. 12-3-1  Yes: Garrett Ross, Jeff Hartsough, Tom Capps, Howard Katchen, Richard Marciniak, Sue Steinberg, Avo Babian, Sherry Revord, Michael Binkow, Neal Roden, Jeffrey Kalban, Ron Ziff.  No: Lisa Petrus, Sidonia Lax, Jill Bank Barad. Recused: Kristin Sales.

 Len Shaffer Chair Neighborhood Council Disaster Preparedness Group – Mr Shaffer, explained the plan to get 35 NC’s to pay $5,000 to $10,000 each for emergency preparedness bins.

-Public Comment: Wayne from Encino: Comment about wasteful use of money.
9. Milken School Founders Boot Camp – Josh Levine & Richard Dohan – 

Josh talked about a program to help students interested in being entrepreneurs

-Public Comment: Wayne from Encino: Comment about criminal past of Mr. Milken
10. Public Comment: Comments by the public on non-agenda items within SONC’s 
       jurisdiction
 
              10.   Treasurer’s Report – Tom Capps, Treasurer        
              Consent Calendar- unanimously approved
1. Approve and adopted the Monthly Expense Report for the month ending February 28, 2017

2. Approved a fund request from the Purposeful Aging Liaison of up to $1,000 for booth rental and other outreach material for the Senior Symposium event to be held on May 20, 2017.

3. Approved a fund request of $26.28 for the purchase of a gavel and base for the new chair of the PLUM committee.

4. Approved a fund increase from $900 to $1075.13 for the purchase of a 10' x 10' tent canopy with SONC logo for outreach events

11.  Committee Reports 

   A.     Land Use Committee Report- Jeff Kalban, Chair

Last month PLUM approved an Eldercare Facility at 14534  Burbank Blvd. (that is just west of Van Nuys) and a restaurant/brewery at 13730 Ventura, just west of Woodman, south side of street. This Thursday we are reviewing 4 projects:

 An office/retail/banquet hall at 14241 Ventura Blvd, Area 4 that is requesting exceptions requested for density, height, lot coverage, and setback. This project will also impact Area 7; A Conditional Use Permit to sell beer and wine for a restaurant at 4550 Van Nuys Blvd; Area 4 Remodeled shopping center north of Gelson’s; A Change of Use Retail to restaurant at 13826 Ventura; Area 7.  Next to Sweet Butter
A 10 condominiums at 15200 Magnolia Blvd. Area 1 Just east of Sepulveda
We will also discuss and vote on replacing the mansionization ICO with the recently, more restrictive, BMO and HMO.
Other projects of interest: 
Pavilions at Kester and Ventura is rumored to be starting construction on their new facility in the Fall. We have reached out to Pavilions’ corporate real estate division and have received copies of the latest plans. We will review them to make sure they are fundamentally what was approved by PLUM about 6 years ago.
Sunkist/IMT: No news
Whole Foods at Ventura and Beverly Glen. Jeff met with their architect from Texas and requested they take a step back in the development of the design, study the planning implications of their proposal and come to PLUM ready to discuss traffic circulation (both delivery and customer), pedestrian friendly access from Moorpark and Ventura, massing and other planning issues. Currently the aesthetics of the project do not respond to planning concerns. Until the planning issues are resolved it is premature to discuss what the building may look like and the façade finishes.  This will be a step by step process.
   B.  Rules and Elections Committee - Sue Steinberg, Chair. No Update


         C.  Traffic & Transportation Committee – Avo Babian, Chair. No Update              
                    D.  Outreach Committee- Raphael Morozov, Chair
Report given by Avo Babian
E.   Green & Beautification Committee – Avo Babian & Carolyn Casavan Co-chairs.

“Report on Say Hello to Spring Tree Giveaway” work assignments for March 18.

         F.   Public Safety Committee – Kristin Sales & Melissa Menard, Co-chairs

March 22nd: Emergency preparedness class. March 29th: Red Cross sponsored event to teach neighbors how to be prepared 20 Homes at a time.

        G.   Purposeful Aging Liaison- Sherry Revord, SONC Liaison 


Passed out a handout

        H. Film Liaison – Michael Binkow, SONC Liaison

 I.  Budget Advocates – Howard Katchen, SONC representative
Action item: The Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council hereby supports the work of the Neighborhood Council Budget Advocates and their White Paper dated 3/8/2017 and approves the filing of a Community Impact Statement. Motion Passed Unanimously.

   J. Homeless – Rami Frank, chairl: Gave breakdown of March 2nd Homeless meeting with Mayor’s homeless relation expert. To plan for a Comprehensive Homeless Strategy

          K. Plan Review Board – Lisa Petrus, SONC representative

              12.    Announcements on items within SONC’s jurisdiction

13. Adjourn: 9:53

14. Next Exec 3/27 Next Board meeting 4/3
Respectfully submitted, 

Avo Babian

Secretary
